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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY ,S SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-fmal. ,,.^,rit.is 

30 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matte,^ ''^^S'Tl"! 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) IM is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 13 Claim(s) 1:26 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on Is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: «)□ approved b)^ disapproved by the Exam.ner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required In reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C.§§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)nAll b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 0 copies of the certified copies of the priority " received in this National Stage 
aoDlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 

.SeetheattacSSledOfficeactionforali^ofthecertifiedcopiesnotrece,ved. 

14) DrcL.edgmentismadeofadaimfordomesticpriorHyunder35U.S.C.§119(e)(toaprov.s.onal^ 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional ^PP^^^ion has been receded 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or . 

Attachment(s) ^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^p^^ p^p^^ ^^^^j 

!)□ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) ,^.^^0^^ 5)0 Notice of Infontial Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) M Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948 & LJ 

3 □ information Disclosure Slatement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) ■ 6) U Other. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restriction 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 US.C. 121: 

I. Claims 20 to 23, drawn to a method for regulating layer formation, classified in 

class 438, subclass 14. 

II. Claims 1 to 19 and 24-26, drawn to a system for analyzing sheet resistivity of a 
layer on a wafer and for controlling rapid thermal amiealing (RTA) of the layer, 
classified in class 364, subclass 550+. 

2. Inventions I and H are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The inventions 
are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be practiced by another 
materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). In this case, the apparatus can be 
used by the process of an endpoint detection system which determines locations of layers on a 
semiconductor wafer or device for planarization. 
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3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 

proper. 

5. Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 

CFR 1.143). 



6 

invem 



Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
torship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a diligently-filed petition under 37 
CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(h). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Deven M. Collins whose telephone number is (703) 305-7840. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30 AM to 3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wael M. Fahmy, can be reached on (703) 308-4918. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-3432. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 
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